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     2018 – 2019: Instructor: Mr. James Donahue 720-4777 Room 1
Course Description:

  This is a standards based course that emphasizes reading, writing, speaking, and listening in accordance with the California Core State Standards for English Language Arts (Grades 9/10) via the usage of high school and college/university texts. Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking, and essays of 3 paragraphs, compose the foundation of this course. This course is for students who desire a competent level of English to pursue a high school diploma, a high school equivalency certificate (HiSET/GED), and/or community college (like Bakersfield College) or for students who simply want to improve their English to a strong literacy level in order to work in an environment with people who communicate primarily in English. 

Placement of Students in the Academic Transitions Course
· Students who score below 210 to 236 on the CASAS exam.
· ESL (English as a Second Language): Students who have completed Levels 2-3.
Grading Weighting System (all is seen on Schoology)

· Benchmark Tests (50%)

· Classwork/Homework (50%)

· No credit is given for this course, but grades demonstrate competence
Attendance Policy
· Each student is allowed 5 unexcused absences within each quarter. After 5 unexcused absences, the student will be contacted and may be dropped from the course for the rest of the quarter.
· An excused absence must be communicated and is defined by a true emergency (sickness or personal tragedy) and not inconvenience (lack of transportation, babysitting, etc.)
Texts
· PreGED Workbooks
· Stand Up Curriculum (textbooks and online programs)
· Between Two Worlds
· Supplementary materials (teacher designed)
· Schoology: Class Code is 23JZC-5KGH7
Supplies
· Notebook and Paper

· Pencils, Pens, and Highlighters 
Classroom Expectations
· Please be respectful to your teacher and your classmates
· No food is allowed in classroom according to DAS policy. Drinks must have a sealable lid (no straws).
· Students who miss more than 5 classes per quarter without a valid reason will be dropped from the class
Benchmarks

· English Conventions test (grammar/punctuation)

· Academic essay of 3 paragraphs

· Reading analysis of informational text and literature
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